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The undercurvent of hostility on the pert of the Tugoslay Army toward
the Soviet Army goes back o the esrly years of the wer. The first up=
risings in Serbia in 19l were in respomse to the Georman attack on the
USSR; the pertisens ware called uvpon o fight to help the Russians.

As the years wemt by they becewc annoyed at the lack of recognition

of the war effort underteken by the Yugoslave on their behalf and also
at the total absence of waterial help. Until the Red Army enbered
Yugoslav territory, Soviet help had been limited to the dispatch of a
few alvcrafi.

During the battle of Belgreds - the first operation underiaken by the
Army of Liberation in conjunction with the Soviet Army - the Soviet

comand assignsd a very mimer role to the Yugeslav corps which had to
disregerd deliberately their orders to take part im the battle at all.

A% the end of the war Scviet militery advisers were attached to the
Yugoslav Army. Their behavior was overbearing; they acted as if their
role was not to advise but e command, and young Soviet captains pre-
sumzd to give ordexrs to Yugoslav generals.

The situation becams so untenable that Tito had to ask the Soviet
Government to recall its military advisers early in 1948. This request
wae ong of the original reagons for issuing the Cominform Resolution.

The rank and f£ile of the Tugoslav Army seem to be kept in high spirits
by intensive, varied and intelligent training.

Hear Sarajevo, for example, twelve sections of infantry, all engaged
on a topographical exercise; were observed. Each man had a surveyor's
board, a compass and an alidade and there was an instructor for each
half-sector. The standard of some of the work was very high. The
casvalitlies for a year's training on maneuvers did not exceed o,
percent. There is practically mo drill - fatigues are reduced to a
minimum, as befits troops trained on partisan lines.

The food of the troops was goed (by local standerds) with meat once
a day. The men are mainly young conseripts.
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Though mach less active than civiliazng, regimentel officors work

hard training tholr troops amd instructing thew inm political doctrine.
(The dutios of politicel commlosers src mew carrdcd oub by regi-
mental officars,) They also imstructed themselves with tho New
Doctrine of Warfaro. Prozoticn eam ouly be atitninsd afier em e
amination hnp besnm suceoosfully prssed end there ig;, for the lagsard,
the awful prospzot of dlcmissal from the ATEY o

Senior staffl officers in Bolgrads worls with the came foverish intensity
ag Party leaders and civilisn governwont officisls. In ceveral cases
their activities are politiezl as well ap milltary.

0fficers form the wost privilegsd class im the country. Their pay
is high (25,000 dimarc & mondh for a lleuteonant colonel on the staff —
giz times the pay of o stondopd factory worker )o

They have access %o tho ®diplomatic shops® whore they can purchase

at controlled prices, for thenselvos and thelr femilies fine clotha
and a wide range of impertcd geodo which ave unobtainable for the rest
of the populatien. They have pocd food apd drimes in their messes
and c¢lubs, and facllity for tramsport (wore then half the cars in the
conntry are for the woe of tho Ammy)e

The Ammy at presemt 1o, procticelly in ite entirety, loyal to Tito.
They would gladiy £ight the armies of any, or scveral of their
immzdiate nelghbors, and ouch iz the confidence of soms of the
younger Staff officers that they are not far from thinking that they
could resist successfully the armies of 2 major power.
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